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From Troy’s Desk
WOW. Just… wow. The Air Zoo’s 39th year 
of public operations has been one of the most 
impactful, inspiring years we have ever had. 

It has also been a year of reflection, as we prepare 
to celebrate our big 4-0 in 2019. We have been 
busy with the day-to-day tasks we are privileged 
to perform – our general operations, education 
programs, tours and aircraft restoration efforts – 
while also digging through the archives to bring you 
a year of programming in 2019 that is out-of-this-
world amazing!

Along the way, I’ve learned just how much we’ve 
grown. Today, the Air Zoo employs a team of 54 
full-time and 26 part-time staff. Together, with our 
amazing volunteer staff of 160 individuals, our 
staff and volunteers spent 125,881 hours creating 
amazing experiences for our guests. But we started 
with a staff of just FIVE people in 1979!

Speaking of growth, do you know how many guests 
we served in 1982, the first year we have attendance 
records? 8,745. Impressive, right? But this year, we 
served over 175,000 people, and next year we are 
going to exceed that, I promise you.

We look forward to looking back at more of our 
amazing history throughout our 40th anniversary 
year in 2019 and celebrating our continued growth 
and impact in the community. Thank you so much for 
being part of our journey!

Ad astra!

Troy Thrash
Air Zoo President & CEO

Special thanks to these 
granting organizations for 
their generous support!

• Aon Foundation
• Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership 

at Kalamazoo College
• ArtPrize Grand Rapids
• Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo
• Dorothy U. Dalton Foundation
• Fabri-Kal Foundation
• Hurst Foundation
• Institute of Museum and Library Services
• Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
• Kalamazoo Community Foundation
• Latitude 42 Brewing Company
• McDonald’s Corporation
• Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs
• Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial
• National Endowment for the Arts
• Network For Good
• Olin and Muriel Prather Charitable 

Foundation
• Perrigo Company Charitable Foundation
• Pfizer Foundation
• PNC ‘Grow Up Great’ Foundation
• Stryker Corporation
• Target Corporation
• Tyler Little Family Foundation

Visit airzoo.org/support to explore 
our full list of supporting partners!

As a non-profit, the Air Zoo relies on 
the generous support of members, 
donors, and foundations. We thank 
all of you for empowering us to 
make a continued positive impact in 
and beyond our community.

Lily (third from left) and her classmates from El Sol 
Elementary enjoyed a full day at the Air Zoo, taking in 
the rides, an education program and lunch, courtesy of 

the Air Zoo’s Science Inspiration Scholarship Fund! 

“I am 
LOVING 
THIS!”

- L I L Y ,  A G E  6
EL SOL ELEMENTARY T. Thrash
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As a non-profit, the 
Air Zoo’s $4.5 million 
community-supported 
budget funds 363 days of 
operations, 90+ STEAM-
based education programs, 
and the upkeep of our more 
than 100 rare and historic 
aircraft and spacecraft.

THE AIR ZOO’S 

Science Inspiration 
Scholarship Fund
Thanks to the generosity of 
individual donors, foundations, 
and organizations in our 
community in 2018, we were able 
to award $40,350 in scholarships 
to students for Air Zoo field 
trips and education programs, 
including transportation costs.

students 
IN AIR ZOO 

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

23K+

RECEIVED 
financial 

assistance 
FROM SISF 

3,408

540 community members, 
including Air Zoo volunteers 

and guests, spent more 
than 15,262 hours working 
toward the restoration of 2 

historic WWII aircraft

A  N O T E  F R O M  G I A
First-grader, Grant Primary Center

“Thank you for letting us come 
for free. It was fun to see all of 

the cool things!”

Wild Weather
106,660 guests experienced 
exciting weather patterns 
when Wild Weather, a 
traveling exhibition, moved 
to the Air Zoo in May! On 
display through the end of the 
year, this hands-on, interactive 
exhibition blew guests away! 

With your help, 
we can offer even 
more support to 
students in 2019!

2018: A Year 
of Impact

D
id

 y
ou

 k
n

ow
?

160 Air Zoo volunteers 
gave 34,058 hours

Leading tours
Restoring aircraft
Cataloging artifacts
And more!


