
Earth Science

ACROSS
3  Act in which earth is worn away, often by water, wind, or ice. Process moves bits of rock or soil from one place to another.
7  Study of the surface of the Earth, soils, bedrock deeper in the earth.
13 Period when glaciers covered parts of Northern hemisphere; shaping landscapes.
14 Trace or remains of a plant or animal that has been preserved, usually in sedimentary rock.
15 A system of chronological measurements and labels that name periods in time & describe what classes of organisms existed at 

the time, how long ago it occurred (mya). 
16 Changed into a more compact form by the action of pressure, heat, and water.
17 Formed by or from sediment.
18 Study of fossils and history of life (what type of environment existed then).

DOWN
1  Any of a class of substances occurring in nature, usually comprising inorganic substances, as quartz or feldspar, of definite 

chemical composition and usually of definite crystal structure.
2  A natural depression in Earth's surface which accumulated many layers of sediment and the remains of plants and animals that 

lived at that time.
4  The process by which water soaks into subsurface soils and moves into rocks through cracks and pore spaces.
5  To place or lay over or above another.
6  Formed by hardening of melted rock.
8  Time period described by a geologic time scale; name refers to time in earth’s history, ex. Cambrian period 505-570 million 

years ago (mya).
9  The geological process where sediments, soil, rocks are added to a landform. Soils moved by wind, ice, and water are 

transported to another site and laid down.
10 Slow moving mass or river of ice formed by accumulation and compaction of snow on mountains or near the poles.
11 An animal, and Michigan’s state fossil, that lived in our region more than 10,000 years ago.
12 A branch of geology concerned with the structure of the crust of a planet or moon and especially with the formation of folds and 

faults in it.
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