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A  N O T E  F R O M  T R O Y
As we look back on 2021, a year of continued challenges, I am 
inspired by the triumphs that our community celebrated together. 
As scientists in our own community worked hard to pioneer a 
solution to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, I am reminded of the 
important role that organizations like the Air Zoo play in inspiring 
the next generation to dream, imagine and innovate. 

With a spirit of renewed optimism, I am looking forward to the 
role the Air Zoo will continue to play in creating opportunities to 
bring our community together. From family-friendly activities to new 
exhibits and events there is so much to look forward to in 2022 – 
and I hope you’ll be there for the adventure! 

2021 IMPACT
S TAT E M E N T

CREATING COMMUNITY

We couldn't do any of this without your support. 
As a non-profit organization that is not supported by taxes, the Air Zoo relies on 
a combination of admission revenue, memberships, events, education programs, 
merchandise sales and donor support to thrive.

We’re incredibly grateful to these very special individuals 
and organizations for their generous support in 2021!

A  5 0 1 ( C ) 3  N O N - P R O F I T  O R G A N I Z A T I O N



RESTORATION
In 2016 the Air Zoo proudly embarked on the restoration of a Douglas 
Dauntless SBD-2P that was recovered from the depths of Lake 
Michigan. This World War II aircraft, which served at Pearl Harbor and 
in the Battle of the Coral Sea, departed the Air Zoo in 2021 – bound for 
the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum. 

Today the Air Zoo has the great honor of restoring the only remaining 
Douglas Dauntless SBD-1 in existence, which arrived at the museum in 
August. Combined with the ongoing restoration of the FM-2 Wildcat 
and F-117 Nighthawk, the Air Zoo’s (largely veteran) volunteer force 
remains hard at work preserving some amazing national treasures. 

2 new exhibits launched
 
Over 50 women's stories 
were added to exhibit floor
 
185 new objects accepted 
into the collection 

COLLECTIONS & EXHIBITS
The Air Zoo’s Collections & Exhibits staff were hard at work in 2021 expanding 
the diverse stories that are told across the Air Zoo’s exhibit floor. Major 
accomplishments include developing and installing We Did It: The Riveting Real 
Rosies of WWII and the Women in Air & Space Interactive Timeline Table as 
well as hosting the traveling exhibit Be the Astronaut.

2021 AT A GLANCE
AIR ZOO EXPERIENCE
This year challenged our team to reimagine the Air Zoo experience. 
Amidst constant changes, our team found new ways to inspire in-person 
visitors and all those who engaged with us virtually.

The Air Zoo’s operating budget rebounded to 
nearly $4.42 million. 
 
79,561 individuals enjoyed the Air Zoo  
in-person, with 4,634 taking advantage of reduced 
price admission through Museums for All.  

121 volunteers served an impressive 27,370 hours 
of their valuable time.  

48 free educational videos were created for 
Launchpad to Learning. 

For a full break-down of the Air Zoo’s financials, please visit airzoo.org/financials-and-policies. 
Annual audits are updated by June of each year.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Like educators around the country, the Air Zoo’s education team 
navigated in-person and virtual education programming in 2021 to 
help inspire the minds of students across our region. 

Supporting low-income schools and families from around the region, 
the Air Zoo’s Science Inspiration Scholarship Fund helped nearly 529 
students enjoy Air Zoo field trips and camp experiences! 

2,209 hours spent restoring  
Wildcat FM-2 (BuNo. 57039) in 2021

1,398 hours spent restoring 
Dauntless SBD-1 (BuNo. 1612) in 2021

7,017 hours spent restoring 
F-117 Nighthawk in 2021

9,555 hours spent restoring 
Dauntless SBD-2P (BuNo. 2173) in 2021

A
rrival of the SBD-1 in August 2021. 

Volunteers say 
Aloha to the 

SBD-2P

Students learn about 
crawly critters at this 
Preschool STEAM Day. 

Thank you for the awesome 
experience our grandson had 
at your Chemical Concoctions 
camp. Every day he was filled 
with happiness and wonder as 
he went to camp and did the 
experiments. Please let the 
teachers and volunteers know 
what a great experience this 
was. You all did an amazing job 
in every way. Thank you!

- Van and Margie M.

•5,325 students engaged in education programs
•Over 60 floor shows performed at the Air Zoo
•$5,910 in scholarships awarded


